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J e r o e n
P r i n c i p a l  E p i s e r v e r



Designing the catalog
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A l b e r t  E i n s t e i n

Everything should 
be made as simple 
as possible, but no 

simpler.



Entry types

What entry types do you need? 
Products, SKUs (product variations), bundles and/or packages ?



Entry types

01
Products

Enrichment is primarily done on this level.
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Entry types

02
Variations (SKUs)

Sellable unit.

Usually images and properties such as color or size are added on this level. 

If you are only going to have one SKU per product, then there is no need for a product content type.

Designing the catalog



Entry types
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Bundles

Separate prices for each of the SKUs. 

Relies on each SKUs inventory.
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Entry types
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Packages

Separate price. 

Separate inventory. 

Implements IPricing.
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Catalog segmentation

Use Categories,  MetaFields, or a combination?
Use product grouping or only SKU’s?



Catalog segmentation

01
Categories

… provide structure to your catalog content.

… make management much simpler.

… usually reflect the site's product segmentation.
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Catalog segmentation
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MetaFields

… are usually a secondary mechanism for segmenting the catalog.
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Catalog segmentation
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Product grouping 

… can be used under the categories.

If you are only going to have one SKU per product, then there is no need for a product content type.

EPiServer Commerce supports multi-level product inheritance .
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Catalog segmentation
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Ask yourself 

How will the catalog be managed? 

Does the catalog structure makes sense to client?

Are the catalog's fields and data structures as simple as possible? 

Designing the catalog



Pitfalls

Multiple catalogs.
The amount of SKUs.



Pitfalls

01
Multiple catalogs

Avoid using multiple catalogs if possible.

One catalog is easier to manage.

Leaving the catalog name out of the url is OOTB, for ONE catalog.
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Pitfalls

02
The amount of SKUs.

Avoid categories with too many SKUs.

Limit SKUs associated with Product.
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Development
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01
Do…

use the content model as much as possible.

use base classes.

exclude types that should not be added.

use solid naming conventions when defining meta-classes and meta-fields.
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Don’t…

rename properties, if it can be avoided.

use "Image" or "File" MetaField types.

use properties that need [IgnoreMetaDataPlusSynchronization], if it can be avoided.

Development





Questions
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vimvq1987.com

jstemerdink.wordpress.com

getadigital.com/blog

world.episerver.com



thank you 
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